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female attendant on her left and a child on her 
right. She is also wearing Karanda makuta on her 
head. But the figure of Tiruvanaikka is found with 
only one female attendant and without any headgear. 
Hence this could either be a royal lady or a Gopika. 


There are some sculptures in the niches of the 
walls of Venugopala temple of Srirangam. These 
figures have been identified as Gopika by eminent 
art historians. Of them some of the figures are 
found sculpted with parrots perched on their hands. 
They are portrayed as if standing in self forgotten 
mood due to their deep love with Lord Krishna. This 
figure may in all probability be the personification of 
one such Gopika who had fallen in love with Krishna 
(Mayakkannan). 5 


The findspot of this image also supports the above 
view as there is a vishnu temple nearby in crumbling 
condition. The inscription engraved on a pillar found 
in front of this temple refers to the endowment made to 
this temple by one individual Muludum Vallavan 
Tambizan. 4 Hence in all probability this image must 
have belonged to this temple. 


On the basis of stylistic ground it is assignable to 
12th-13th century A.D. m 
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1. I was able to read the news about the discovery of this figure in 
a daily and immediately sent a telegram to the Registering 
officer, Trichy to examine the find and send a report. He 
responded quickly. I am thankful to him. | | 

2. Srinivasa Desikan V.N., The Bronze Gallery, (Pub. 1983)Plate XIV. 

3. Vedachalam V. ‘Iyakki Vazhipadu’ (Tamil) 


The text of this inscription has been brought to my notice by 
Thiru A. Abdul Majeed, Deputy Superintending Archaeologist 
of my office. e 
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